Housegroup Notes (w/b 13/11/11) – Jesus is the Good News!

On Sunday, Jon Rogers led a conversation about the good news, the gospel – how it’s all about Jesus. You may have sometimes heard a gospel that was very much focussed on you and your personal need for salvation, but the gospel message that we looked at in 1 Corinthians 15 and in the sermons in the first part of Acts were focussed on who Jesus is and what God is doing though him, with response as a smaller, later thing. The gospel of the apostles is bigger than just our personal salvation (though of course it includes that) – it takes in all that God is doing in the world. This means that we don’t have to separate the gospel from teaching Christians to understand the Bible or from the caring or action groups we are part of – it’s all part of what God is doing to save and redeem the world.

Jon picked out four aspects of that apostolic gospel (taken from Scot McKnight’s fascinating book “The King Jesus Gospel” - you can read a short excerpt at the end which describes the four points). The gospel message they preach is the story of Jesus – that’s why the early church called the first four books of the New Testament “the Gospel”. It’s the story of his life, death and resurrection, and it’s all wrapped up in the story of Israel, the Old Testament. We can’t understand the gospel without trying to understand what God had been doing since the start of human history through to the Kingdom of Israel and on towards the time that Jesus was born.

When that gospel is preached it requires a response, faith and repentance, aligning ourselves with what God is doing. Responding to the gospel means sharing in its benefits and effects – the saving and redeeming that God is doing in this world.

Discuss: Does this way of describing the gospel sound familiar to you or is it very different to what you are used to?

Read Acts 13:15-43 – Paul preaching in Antioch

On Sunday we looked at Peter’s sermons in the first part of Acts. Let’s see if Paul has the same things to say later on in the book.

· Look through the passage for where Paul talks about Israel or the history of how they worshipped God

· What does Paul say about Jesus’s story?

· How does Paul want them to respond?

· What are the benefits they will get?

Discuss: would you explain the good news in the way Paul does here? Why (not)? What differences are there between what you might say and what we’ve read?

Gospeling in Action

We also discussed on Sunday about “gospel” as a verb (action word) as well as a noun (naming a thing). When we respond to the gospel as the story of what God is doing through Jesus, we become part of the story, acting it out as well as telling it in words. 

Discuss: what ways do you (can you) act out the good news of Jesus? How does that fit with telling the words of the story? 

Pray: for each other and all of Canley Community Church as we take our place in the story of the gospel. Also, pray for places where God’s redeeming and saving is needed – in our own lives and those of friends and family.

The King Jesus Gospel: The Original Good News Revisited (Scot McKnight) - p132

...if we focus on how that gospel was preached by the apostles, the book of Acts reveals that the gospel is, first of all, framed by Israel’s Story: the narration of the saving Story of Jesus — his life, his death, his resurrection, his exaltation, and his coming again — as the completion of the Story of Israel. 

Second, the gospel centers on the lordship of Jesus. In ways that anticipate the Nicene Creed, the gospel of Peter and Paul is anchored in an exalted view of Jesus. Jesus is seen as suffering, saving, ruling, and judging because he is the Messiah and the Lord and the Davidic Savior. He is now exalted at the right hand of God. 

Third, gospeling involves summoning people to respond. Apostolic gospeling is incomplete until it lovingly but firmly summons those who hear the gospel to repentance, to faith in Jesus Christ, and to baptism. 

Fourth, the gospel saves and redeems. The apostolic gospel promises forgiveness, the gift of God’s Holy Spirit, and justification. 

I rest my case now: these four points sketch the gospel wherever we look in the New Testament. This gospel is found in Paul’s own words in 1 Corinthians 15, it is the gospel of the Gospels, it is the gospel of Jesus himself, it is the gospel of Peter, and it is the gospel of Paul — according to Luke’s own sketch of Paul’s sermons. There is one and only one gospel, and it was passed on from Jesus to the apostles to their churches. It is this gospel, and this gospel alone, that glues the New Testament into a unity. If we want to be New Testament Christians, this gospel must once again become our gospel.
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